
1 
 

 

             The Blueberry Bulletin 
   A Weekly Update to Growers 

September 3, 2020                                                                                                                             Vol. 36, No. 24 

 Visit the Blueberry Bulletin webpage at njaes.rutgers.edu/blueberry-bulletin 
 The 2020 Commercial Blueberry Pest Control Recommendations for New Jersey is available on 

njaes.rutgers.edu 
 

BLUEBERRY INSECT
Dr. Cesar Rodriguez-Saona, Extension Specialist in Blueberry Entomology, Rutgers University 
Mr. Dean Polk, IPM Agent – Fruit 
Ms. Carrie Denson, IPM Program Associate – Fruit 
 
Sharpnosed Leafhopper (SNLH): We are still 
watching for a significant increase in the adult 
trap catch, which would indicate the second 
generation flight. While we saw a slight increase 
this past week, it is still not enough and too 
early to think about second generation SNLH 
treatments.   
 
Life cycle – SNLH feeds and reproduces on 
blueberry, huckleberry, cranberry, and other 
related plants. SNLH feeding causes little direct 
damage but it transmits the phytoplasma that 
causes stunt disease in blueberries. They are 
small brown insects with a pointed head (Figure 
1). SNLH picks up the disease while feeding on 
infested bushes and carries it to other plants in 
subsequent feedings. Usually only adults will 
carry the disease from plant to plant, since 
nymphs are wingless and cannot fly (Figure 1). 
This insect completes two generations in New 
Jersey. Adults are abundant in the woods, 
where many alternative hosts are present, and 
may move to commercial blueberry fields in the 
spring. Eggs overwinter inside fallen leaves and 
hatch in mid-May. Nymphs complete five 
instars. Nymphs from the first generation reach 
adult stage in mid-June, while nymphs from the 
second generation reach adulthood in early 
August. Adults move back to the woods in the  

 
fall. Monitoring these generations is critical for 
timing of control strategies. 
 
Monitoring and control – Adults are monitored 
using yellow sticky traps. First generation SNLH 
is often controlled with sprays targeted for 
plum curculio, aphids, and cranberry fruitworm. 
Treatment decisions for the second generation 
should be based on individual population levels, 
as well as any history of stunt disease on your 
farm. 
Because 
adults 
disperse 
from woods, 
monitoring 
should be 
intensified 
in, and 
sprays 
should be 
directed to, 
the perimeter 
of fields to 
control migrants carrying the disease. 
Insecticides are usually applied just prior to 
peak flight, which is near the end of August to 
early September (around this time of year but 
see above information). If needed, we 

Figure 1. Adult at top and nymph 
with wing pads but no fully 
developed wings. 
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recommend use of Assail, Actara, imidacloprid 
(e.g. Admire Pro), Lannate, or Malathion. It is 
also important to remove all plants that show 
symptoms of stunt disease. Removal of bushes 
should be done after insecticide treatment to 
avoid movement of leafhoppers from infested 

to healthy plants, thereby facilitating spread of 
the disease. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Blueberry Trap Counts 

Week 
Ending 

CBFW- 
AC 

CBFW-BC SWD-  
AC 

SWD-  
BC 

OB-BC OB-AC  

 Avg Max Avg Max Avg Max Avg Max Avg Max Avg Max 

5/11 0.1 1 0 0         

5/18 0 0 0 0         

5/25 0.1 1 0.25 1 0.8 7 0 0     

5/30 0 0 0.25 1 .75 5 .55 1     

6/6 5.5 34 0.75 3 2 8 2.1 5     

6/13 5.6 22 3.5 8 4 14 7.7 20 3.2 11 18 340 

6/19 7.2 48 6.5 18 4.64 30 4.9 16 71.75 675 21.4 68 

6/27 0 0 3.5 8 2.8 12 4.3 25 1834 13750 462 2025 

7/4 0.22 1 1 3 4.17 16 11.3 46 2421 8775 976 5062 

7/11 0.11 1 0.25 1 5.8 27 6.6 22 1093 5000 1997 6075 

7/18 0.11 1 0.5 2 5.3 19 4.6 14 769 5000 1575 6750 

7/25 0.11 1 0.25 1 12.2 41 5.5 20 443 3500 920 4050 

8/1 0 0 0 0 8 42 11 37 179 2025 520 4025 

8/8 . . . . 8.9 62 5.6 23 31.5 340 231 4025 

8/15 . . . . 13 46 3.5 17 2.5 15 25 675 

8/22 . . . . . . . . 0.375 4 8.7 58 

8/29 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Week 
Ending 

SNLH – AC SNLH-BC BBM-AC BBM-BC Scale-AC Scale-BC 

 Avg Max Avg Max Avg Max Avg Max Avg Max Avg Max 

6/27 0.14 3 0.8 4 0 0 0 0     

7/4 0.08 1 0.8 5 0.009 1 0 0     

7/11 0.12 1 1.82 6 0 0 0 0     

7/18 0.11 2 1.16 5 0 0 0 0     

7/25 0 0 0 0 0.02 1 0 0     

8/1 0.04 1 0.3 2 0 0 0 0     

8/8 0.152 3 0.14 2 0.03 2 0 0 9.25 57 0.5 1 

8/15 0.37 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 27 89 9 18 

8/22 0.08 2 0.07 1 . . . . 20.6 73 7 14 

8/29 0.2 3 0.21 3 . . . . 18.3 74 6.5 13 

Key: PC=plum curculio, Scale=Putnam scale, CBFW=cranberry fruitworm, SWD=spotted wing drosophila, 
OB=oriental beetle, SNLH-sharpnosed leafhopper, BBM=blueberry maggot, BC=Burlington County, 
AC=Atlantic County 
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