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Plum Curculio (PC): Numbers of actual PC 
adults found on bushes has decreased over 
the past week, but some adults are still 
present. Our average count was 0.02 per 
bush, with a high of 1.2 adults per bush. 
Percent injured fruit numbers have also 
decreased, with an average of 0.079 per 
bush, with a high of 1.7 infested fruit per 
bush. Trap counts have also come down 
slightly, but adult PC are still active.  
 
Aphids: Aphid populations are increasing, 
and have become the main insect target to 
take care of prior to embarking on a solid 
SWD program. Remember that aphids 
transmit Blueberry Scorch virus, and for all 
practical purposes they should, and can, be 
maintained below a level of 10% of new 
shoots infested with active colonies. Aphid 
counts have increased, with an average 
count of 4.5% infested shoots, with a high 
of 46% infested shoots. Colony size has also 
increased, showing an average of 6-10 
aphids per colony.  

Leps and other larvae and worms: Worm 
numbers have decreased again this week, 
averaging only 0.012 per bush, with a high 
of 0.4 larvae per bush. Some injured fruit is 
present, but those levels have also 
decreased, averaging about 0.06 per bush. 
Therefore immature leafroller moth and 
butterfly larvae (worms) are not targets for 
control at this time, except cranberry 
fruitworm – see below.  
 
Cranberry Fruitworm (CBFW):  Small larvae 
and infested fruit from CBFW are present, 
and average 0.003 per bush with a high of 
0.3 per bush. These are very low levels that 
indicate either good control and/or low 
populations. Trap counts are very low, 
implying that most of the adult flight is 
over. 
 
Insecticide Options for Aphids and Leps: 
Delegate, Altacor, and Exirel are three 
“reduced-risk” insecticides with very good 
activity against caterpillars; except for Exirel 
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(at high rate), they do not control aphids. 
Assail is a neonicotinoid insecticide active 
against aphids and cranberry fruitworm. 
Here are few guidelines you may consider 
for choosing appropriate insecticides 
against aphids and leps: 
 

1) If cranberry fruitworm is your only 
concern, Altacor, Delegate or Assail 
are good choices. 

2) If plum curculio is your main 
concern, Avaunt is a good choice. 
Avaunt will also control cranberry 
fruitworm. 

3) If cranberry fruitworm and aphids 
are your primary targets, you may 
apply Assail or Lannate.  

4) If aphids are your primary concern, 
and you do not have major 
caterpillar pressure, then use the 
neonicotinoids Assail, Admire Pro, or 
Actara, or the new insecticide 
Sivanto. Assail will also control 
cranberry fruitworm. These 
compounds are very effective 
against sucking insects. Alternatively 
you may use a broad-spectrum 
insecticide such as Diazinon or 

Lannate. These broad-spectrum 
insecticides will also control 
caterpillars and other pests. 

5) If you want to use a broad-spectrum 
material for caterpillars, aphids, 
plum curculio, etc., you should 
choose one of Imidan, Diazinon, 
Lannate, or a pyrethroid (e.g. 
Danitol). Imidan will control all pests 
normally targeted at that time, but 
will not control aphids. Pyrethroids 
can also be used but are generally 
weak on aphids, but control most 
other pests (see labels). While the 
pyrethroids will control plum 
curculio, high rates need to be used 
to achieve control. Pyrethroid 
insecticides are very toxic to natural 
enemies, and thus will disrupt 
biological control, especially aphid 
predators and parasitoids. 

6) We recommend to save Exirel, 
Imidan, Lannate, and pyrethroids for 
later use against spotted wing 
drosophila. Also save Diazinon to 
control scales. This is due to 
restrictions in number of 
applications per season. 

 
 
 
Summary of insect counts seen during the week of May 28th – June 2nd     

 Leafroller/Bush Plum Curculio/Bush Leafroller  % 
on shoots 

Aphids % on 
shoots 

Average 0.012 0.021 0.472 4.485 

High 0.4 1.2 18 46 

 
Summary of percent injury to fruit seen during the week of May 28th – June 2nd  

 % Leafroller injury 
fruit 

Cranberry Fruitworm 
% infested fruit 

% Plum Curculio 
injury fruit 

Average 0.057 0.003 0.080 

High 1 0.3 1.7 
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Blueberry Trap Captures – Atlantic County 

Week Ending PC CBFW SNLH BBM SWD 

5/26 0.43 0.0    

6/2 0.43 0.0    

 
 
Blueberry Trap Captures – Burlington County 

Week Ending PC CBFW SNLH BBM SWD 

5/26 1.67 0.18    

6/2 0.67 0.16    
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