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Field Update

Dan Schiffhauer, Agricultural Specialist, Ocean Spray Cran-
berries

he insects have finally appeared! Blossom worm is very
Tevident on many beds and night sweeping is highly recom

mended for those growers who have not done so yet. |
strongly suspect that this was one of the years when blossom worm
larvae become nocturnal almost immediately upon hatching. At this
point there should be very few blossom worm eggs left to hatch. 1did
find some newly hatched blossom worm over the Memorial Day week-
end, but by now they should all have hatched.

Blackheaded fireworm has turned up in a few places and growers
should be very careful to look for this pest. Blackheaded fireworm has a
very short maturation time and can slip by during the first generation if
care is not taken. The second generation larvae tend to show up during
bloom and can do extensive damage. Fortunately, we now have two
very good materials to spray during bloom for insects such as this one:
Confirm and Intrepid. However, it is much better to catch this insect
pre-bloom and not have to fight them during bloom. Once this pest
becomes established on farm they can be hard to eradicate. Good spray
coverage is imperative.

Spotted fireworm should be reaching pupation fairly quickly and
their webbed “nests” are now easy to spot. There is a very strong natural
enemies complex that attacks this beast and in most cases growers are
better off not spraying for spotted fireworm. The natural enemies will
usually keep this insect under fairly good control. This insect is hard to
kill with organophosphate insecticides such as Lorsban and Diazinon,
but responds well to either Confirm or Intrepid.

Sparganothis larvae can be found, but no pupae or adults have been
spotted yet. | expect the first adults to begin flying during the next 5-7
days, so growers will want to put pheromone traps out during that time.
Sparganothis trap numbers have been significantly lower over the last 5
years and this is probably due to two things: less spraying overall and the
use of compounds such as Confirm and Intrepid. | think that growers
should pay attention to trap counts and compare with past years. It may
not be necessary to treat post-pollination for Sparganothis in some areas.

There has been some mention of tipworm, i.e. what about it?
Because of the cool spring and slow start some growers are worried that
tipworm could be a significant problem this year. | don’t think that will
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Save the Date -
2005 Cranberry Growers
Twilight Meeting

Ray Samulis, Burlington County Agricultural
Agent

s most growers know, Rutgers Cooperative

Research and Extension usually has a hands-on
grower meeting to look at problems in the field, new
technologies, obtain pesticide credits and socialize with
other growers and researchers. Last season the meeting
was not held due to the untimely death of Sridhar. I am
again instituting the program for 2005 and will hold a
twilight meeting for the evening of June 23, 2005 at the
Marucci Cranberry/Blueberry Center. The program will
include disease information; horticultural traits of
cranberries, bee information, and water allocation permit
information amongst other topics. | am working on
getting food and pesticide credits at this time. | will post
the full program agenda in the next issue of this newslet-
ter. | cannot guarantee the weather, however | can
guarantee a good program: good food, numerous pesti-
cide credits, and camaraderie for all those who attend.
See you all there. 1

FieLp UPDATE FROM PAGE 1

be the case, remember that development of all insects is
tied to plant development and the same cold that re-
tarded plants is going to retard tipworm. Tipworm was a
major problem in the days of late drawing but although
detectable now does not cause significant damage.
Effective spraying for tipworm would involve sampling
uprights and looking for eggs; something that very few
growers are willing to undertake. If you spray when the
damage is apparent, i.e. cupped leaves at the upright tip,
it is already too late. By then tipworm larvae have
already completed development. I have not seen many
signs of tipworm on Ben Lear beds that have hook, so |
am not worrying unduly about this insect. Tipworm may
be a problem this year, but | don't think the risk justifies
undue spraying.

Good Agricultural
Practices Program

he following items are available from the Good
Agricultural Practices Program at Rutgers Coop-
erative Research & Extension of Cumberland County.

Item Price

Food Safety Begins on the Farm

A Growers’ Guide (in English) $3.00

Food Safety Begins on the Farm

A Growers’ Guide (in Spanish) $3.00

Reduce Microbial Risks with

GAPs (in English) $.50

Reduce Microbial Risks with

GAPs (in Spanish) $.50

Laminated Hand Washing Poster $1.00

Laminated Toilet Use Poster $1.00

Laminated Toilet Paper Disposal

Poster $1.00

A Growers Self Assessment of

Food Safety Risks $15.00

Fruits, Vegetables and Food Safety:

Health and Hygiene on the Farm-Worker

Training Video VHS $20.00
DVD $20.00

Make check payable to: Cumberland County Board of
Agriculture (CCBA)

Mail to:

Wesley Kline, County Agent

GAPs Resource Materials

Rutgers Cooperative Research & Extension

of Cumberland County

291 Morton Avenue

Millville, New Jersey 08332
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Pesticide User Responsibility: Use
pesticides safely and follow instruc-
tions on labels. The pesticide user is
reponsible for proper use, storage and
disposal, residues on crops, and
damage caused by drift. For specific
labels, special local-needs label 24(c)
registration, or section 18 exemption,
contact RCRE in your County.

Use of Trade Names: No discrimina-
tion or endorsement is intended in the
use of trade names in this publication.
In some instances a compound may
be sold under different trade names
and may vary as to label clearances.
Reproduction of Articles: RCRE invites
reproduction of individual articles,
source cited with complete article
name, author name, followed by
Rutgers Cooperative Research &Exten-
sion, Plant & Pest Advisory Newsletter.

Cooperating Agencigs: Rutgers. The State University of New Jersey: U.S Department of Agriculture; and County Baards of Chosen
Freeholders. The WS, Department of Agnculture (USDA] prohibits discrimination in all programs and activities on the basis of race,
colar, national origin. gender, raligion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or fammily status. |Not all probibited
bases apply to all programs.) Rutgers Cooperative Research & Extension is an Equal Cpportunity Program Provider and Employer.
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