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Some orchards in the Hudson Valley and other parts of the
state have no crop this year because of freeze damage, hail,
or a combination of both.  For some growers, this is the third

consecutive year of weather-related disaster losses.  These losses,
combined with a decade of low prices for fruit crops, have convinced
some growers to quit the fruit-growing business.  Their orchards will be
abandoned until the land can be sold or converted to other uses.
For fruit growers who plan to stay in business, the objective in a
disaster year is to minimize inputs while still controlling pests that
could potentially cause tree mortality or reduce the cropping potential
for next year.  Following are disease management suggestions for
orchards with no harvestable crop.
Apples

Where primary scab was effectively controlled, no additional
fungicide sprays should be necessary, except for cultivars that are
highly susceptible to mildew.  Apple trees can tolerate considerable
mildew, so 100% control is not essential. Nevertheless, for mildew-
susceptible cultivars such as Ginger Gold, Cortland, Paulared, and
Rome, additional mildewcide sprays may be needed during June and
early July to keep foliage healthy and to limit the amount of carry-over
inoculum for next year.

Sulfur is the cheapest mildewcide, and it should provide adequate
protection for trees with no crop.  Sulfur is often used during summer
at rates of 3-5 lb/A because of concerns about injuring fruit with higher
rates and also because sulfur is usually applied with some other scab
fungicide.  In orchards with no crop, better mildew control might be
achieved by applying sulfur at 10-15 lb/A. Even at these higher rates,
rains will easily remove sulfur. Mildew-susceptible apple cultivars
should be resprayed with sulfur at about 14-day intervals or after rains
of one inch or more.
     Where scab lesions are present in trees with no crop and sulfur is
not needed for mildew control, a single application of captan at the
maximum label rate in early to mid-June will limit secondary spread of
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scab to new leaves.  Secondary spread of scab in
summer is often limited by hot weather.  Temperatures
above 85oF significantly reduce viability of conidia.  If,
however, the weather stays cool and wet, another
application of captan may be needed in early July to
slow secondary spread of scab, especially in vigorous
trees where shoot growth may continue unabated.
 Where considerable leaf scab is evident in late summer,
a captan spray in late August or early September can
help to limit the spread of scab to the undersides of
leaves during autumn.  Preventing spread of scab during
autumn can significantly reduce the amount of carry-
over inoculum for next year.  Again, there is no need for
100% control of scab in an orchard with no crop.  So
long as the foliage remains reasonably healthy, it will be
more cost-effective to control scab next year (perhaps by
using urea sprays applied to fallen leaves) than to spend
money for fungicides this summer.
Pears

Pear blocks with no crop must be protected from
Fabraea leaf spot.  Trees left unprotected will defoliate
early and will not produce flower buds for next year.
Bosc is the most susceptible of the commonly grown
varieties in New York.

Epidemics of Fabraea leaf spot are usually initiated
between petal fall and July 1.  Epidemics usually occur
as a result of primary infections that become established
during the three to four weeks after petal fall.

Fabraea can build up more quickly than diseases
like apple scab because only young leaves are suscep-
tible to scab (except in autumn), whereas all leaves are
susceptible to Fabraea throughout summer.  Thus, when
epidemics develop in early summer, all of the existing
leaves can become infected in a short time if inoculum
is present and trees are left unprotected.

To avoid Fabraea epidemics, pear trees should be
protected with fungicide from petal fall through July 4.
These sprays will prevent the primary infections that
subsequently produce the abundant conidia that cause the
epidemics.  If trees are protected with fungicides applied
on a 14-21-day interval through July 4, then the chances
for late season development of Fabraea are minimized.

The heavy rains of the past two weeks may have
allowed Fabraea to become established in pear orchards
in the Hudson Valley. Therefore, pear growers should
monitor Bosc orchards carefully over the next several
weeks.  Where Fabraea is already present in orchards,
fungicide protection will be needed throughout summer.
The mancozeb fungicides are very effective in control-
ling Fabraea.  Mancozeb sprays during summer are
usually limited by the 77-day preharvest interval for
these fungicides.  However, in orchards with no crop,
mancozeb can be used later into the summer so long as
the total amount applied for the season does not exceed
the 21 lb/A/year as noted on the label.  Several growers

have reported that Flint and Sovran also provide excel-
lent control of Fabraea leaf spot.  No one has researched
the effectiveness of Flint and Sovran for controlling
Fabraea, but these fungicides may be more effective
than mancozeb for controlling Fabraea in orchards
where initial infections are already present.

Symptoms of Fabraea leaf spot are virtually identical
to those caused by Botryosphaeria obtusa, the black rot
fungus. However, the leaf spotting caused by the black
rot fungus usually occurs in limited areas of the canopy
and can be associated with identifiable sources of
inoculum.  Inoculum for black rot leaf infections can
come from dead branches or spurs, or from a mummi-
fied fruit.  Leaf spotting caused by Botryosphaeria
generally does not spread from leaf to leaf.  By compari-
son, Fabraea leaf spot is often more uniformly distrib-
uted within the tree, especially after the epidemic
becomes established.  Presence of Fabraea in leaf spots
is easy to confirm with a microscope because all Fabraea
lesions produce an abundance of characteristic conidia
that are not present in leaf spots caused by other fungi.
Cherries

Cherry leaf spot has many of the same life-cycle
patterns as Fabraea. Cherry leaf spot can spread rapidly
during the summer, and severe infection will result in
premature defoliation.  Trees that defoliate early are
more susceptible to cold damage the following winter.
 Therefore, non-cropping cherry trees will need to be
protected from leaf spot throughout the summer.

Submitted by Win Cowgill, Agricultural Agent. ❏

Renovation of Plasticulture
Strawberries

Reprinted from 2002 Commercial Vegetable Produc-
tion Recommendations for New Jersey

Strawberries grown on plasticulture can be
renovated in July.  For varieties (Sweet Charlie)

and plantings with moderate vigor, mow tops with a
rotary mower, leaving several leaves on the plant.  For
very vigorous varieties (Chandler) and plantings, cutting
away a portion of the crown with an asparagus knife
leaving 3 crowns or a combination of mowing followed
by crown thinning, may be the most effective renovation
technique.  After renovation, maintain adequate soil
moisture and good insect and disease control.  In early
September, apply 60 pounds of N, P2O5, and K2O via
drip irrigation and manage the renovated planting using
the same cultural practices as for a new planting.

Renovation has improved berry size, however, size is
usually smaller than in the first harvest season.  Market-
able yields of renovated strawberries have been equal to
yields in the first harvest season.  Renovation is especially
useful if the planting will be harvested as a Pick-Your-Own.

Submitted by Jerome L. Frecon Agricultural Agent. ❏

FUNGICIDE PROGRAM FROM PAGE 1
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Use Clothespins for
Good Crotch Angles

Jon Clements, Ph.D., Extension
Fruit Specialist, UMASS and Win
Cowgill, Agricultural Agent

After ‘stripping’ – which was
described in last week’s publica-

tion – the use of clothespins to develop
wide (90 degree) and strong branch
angles is the next most important young
apple tree training technique you can
accomplish. Now is the ideal time to
attach clothespins, when young shoots
are 3-6 inches long and flexible.

Clip spring-type clothespins to the
tree trunk to force acute branch angles
into a more perpendicular, (90 degree)
angle from the trunk (see photo). Take
care not to tear or rip the shoots from the
trunk when affixing the clothespins.
Clothespin all shoots with narrow crotch
angles that may form permanent scaffold
branches – usually 4-8 clothespins per
tree are required. This is assuming you
have already stripped (removed) the top
3-4 shoots  competing with the leader as
we described in last week’s newsletter.
After a few weeks, and when the 90
degree branch angle is established, the
clothespins may be removed and reat-
tached out onto the shoot tip to help
hold it down and keep it growing in a
more horizontal position. (See http://
www.umass.edu/fruitadvisor/clements/
clothespinrecycle.html) Take the time to
train young trees with clothespins and
you will be rewarded with wide scaffold
branch crotch angles that will withstand
a heavy fruit load for the life of the
orchard.

There was a short discussion of pricing grapes and bottle pricing
may be a practice growers can use in the future.  The comment was
made that if you grow quality grapes, someone will always recognize
that and buy them.

The new growers are concerned mostly with what varieties to plant.
Veterans said check the market.  Make sure you have a customer.

Matt Ryan from the Rodale Institute gave a short presentation
about a project that he and Don Lotter would like to do using compost
teas in commercial vineyards to improve vine health and reduce
disease and pests.  They would like vineyard cooperators to help with a
trial. If you are interested, please contact Matt at 610 683-1405.

Steve Wright from Wright Wine Works - specialists in
Chambourcin - gave a demonstration of a hand held
herbicide applicator that he uses to apply Roundup. He
can walk at one mile per hour and cover an acre an hour.
He also brought some failed grafted plants that he tried
and the group helped him with suggestion to improve this
grafting technique.  Also, he demonstrated his electric
Felcotronic pruning shears.  Very nifty.

A final discussion of new grower questions wrapped
up the meeting.  We agreed to meet again in August.  If
you are interested in attending the next meeting, please
contact me at Penn State University Cooperative Exten-
sion, College of Agricultural Sciences, Lancaster County,
1383 Arcadia Road, Room 1, Lancaster, PA 17601-3184. ❏

GRAPE MARKETING FROM PAGE 6

Calendar of Events

June 23 - 25, 2002 - IDFTA 2002 Summer Tour, Nova Scotia, Canada.T he
entire conference brochure, with stops and registration details is
available online at the IDFTA website at http://www.IDFTA.org. Online
registration is also available and credit cards are accepted.

July 10-12, 2002 - Eastern Section American Society for Enology and
Viticulture (ASEV) 2002 Conference, Baltimore, MD. For conference
registration and information visit the ASEV Eastern Section website at
http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/fst/asev or contact: Ellen Harkness,
1160 Food Science Building, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN
47907, ph: (765) 494-6704. E-mail: harkness@foodsci.purdue.edu.

June 26, 2002, Wednesday – Twilight Tree Fruit Meeting - 5:00 p.m. at
Rutgers Agriculture Research and Extension Center, Upper Deerfield,
NJ. The complete program for the Twilight Fruit Research and Extension
Meeting is now on the web  site at: http://gloucester.rce.rutgers.edu/.

July 25, 26, 27, 28, 2002, Thursday-Sunday– New Jersey Peach Festival
and Gloucester County 4-H Fair will be held at the 4-H Fairgrounds,
Rte 77, Mullica Hill, NJ. The complete program for the New Jersey
Peach Festival is now on the web  site at:
http://gloucester.rce.rutgers.edu/.
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Fireblight Infections-
What to Do Now

Win Cowgill, Agricultural Agent

Many Northern New Jersey apple and pear
growers have had fireblight infections this

season. Ideal infection conditions occurred during bloom
in many orchards and blossom blight has resulted. In
many cases blight has moved into the shoots and spurs,
causing death. It has appeared in many blocks that have
never had infection previously and one block of Asian
pears had one cultivar that was severely infested.

In high density apple orchards fireblight should be
cut out. Fireblight in the situation of susceptible culti-
vars combined with susceptible dwarfing rootstocks can
mean the loss of the entire tree. Over 8000 acres of
apple were lost in southwest Michigan due to fireblight.

Much dialogue has occurred on our apple-crop e-
mail discussion list (http://www.virtualorchard.net/
applecrop.html) recently as to what to do post infection
for fireblight control. The big debate is to prune or not
to prune it out.

Tim Smith, North Central Washington Extension-
Tree Fruit Production Specialist, Washington State
University summed it up as follows:

“The approach that one must take post-infection is
very complex. It depends on the intensity of the infec-
tion. Yes, if you have hundreds or thousands of strikes
per acre, walk away & pray. If you have old, low vigor,
but large trees, damage caused by the initial infection is
not likely to run much farther. However, if you have
young, vigorous trees, sensitive varieties, dwarfing
rootstock, etc., (many etc.’s), you are better advised to
cut the blight in an effort to limit the potential for
further damage.

The trees in the infested orchard are probably
already highly contaminated by bacteria from the initial
infections, so the few added during the physical re-
moval of the wood from the orchard are probably of
little consequence. You should be careful while remov-
ing the blighted limb from the tree, though. Dragging
the blight through the tree can cause further infections.
Smearing bacteria on new wounds is dangerous.

Creating dry, clean wounds is not dangerous if you
consider the risk of rain, and cut on dry days. A clean
wound is safe from infection after a few hours of drying.
Rain or other wetting of fresh wounds in contaminated
orchards can lead to further infection. Wounds on older
wood are generally safe. Cutting susceptible tissue, such
as growing shoots (tips especially) and one year old
wood often leads to further infection if the cutting tools
are contaminated.

Alcohol is a weak disinfectant. If you use strong
solution-strength and leave the tool wet for several
minutes, it will work. There are much better options.

If you leave strikes that could have been removed, you
greatly increase the possible damage resulting from later
season hail or violent windstorms. Those few cankers
left for next winter removal can keep the orchard well
contaminated all summer so that tissue injury, followed
closely by wetting can trigger new infections.
There are no solutions to this problem. The post-infec-
tion options go from bad to awful. Prevention of infec-
tion is difficult at times, but is the key.
I try to cover the Pacific Northwest fireblight options on
the web site listed below.”
http://www.ncw.wsu.edu/pestman.htm
Disinfecting Pruning Equipment

Tim Lists the following information on his website
regarding sanitizing your cutting tools:

When cutting actively growing portions of the tree,
sanitize your cutting tools to prevent spreading the
bacteria to newly cut surfaces. Chlorine products are
commonly used to clean cutting tools. If you use these,
remember that the 1 part in 10 solution must stay clean
and fresh and must wet the tool for about 5 minutes to
be fully effective. A 1 part in 5 solution is effective in
about 1 minute of wetting. These products are rough on
your tools, not to mention your clothing.

There is no benefit gained from spraying cut sur-
faces on the tree with chlorine-containing products. The
chlorine binds with the wood and becomes inactive al-
most immediately. Cut the tree in a manner that does not
contaminate your tools, and clean the tools between cuts.

There are other effective sanitizers sold for cleaning
bacteria from restaurant, hospital, and food processor
surfaces. These products are less damaging to your
cutting equipment. Some of these “Quaternary Amine”
cleaning solutions may be available from agricultural
suppliers in the near future.

For additional information on predicting fireblight
see the article by Tim Smith and Deboras Breth at:
http://www.virtualorchard.net/glfgn/may99/fireblight.html.

Fireblight-apple-north Jersey  Photo Credit Win Cowgill
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Fruit IPM
Dean Polk, Fruit IPM Agent

Peach
✔ Oriental Fruit Moth (OFM): Trap counts of adults

have increased in southern counties. The time to start
spraying for the second generation is early this week. A
second (full cover) treatment will be due around 6/23-25.
Treatments will be due in central counties around 6/14.

✔ Flower Thrips: Thrips populations remain active
with adults and nymphs present in several areas.
Growers should be aware of thrips in the trees and plan
on treating those early ripening blocks that have thrips
populations. Treat at 14 days preharvest. Nectarines may
need one additional treatment if thrips continue to feed.
Remember that Spintor does not control OFM. Add an
effective insecticide for OFM control. Spintor has a 14
day PHI for peaches and a 3 day PHI on nectarines.

✔ Tufted Apple Budmoth (TABM): Trap counts of
adult moths are close to a flight peak. Treatments should
continue to be applied for this insect. Larvae are easy to
find in traditionally infested areas, especially around
Richwood. While Lannate is the best of the “old”
materials, Spintor is more effective, but still needs to be
used in combination with another material for OFM
control. Synthetic pyrethroids are effective for the full
pest spectrum at this time of year, but may flare mite
populations.

✔ San Jose Scale (SJS): Immature crawlers are now
active. Growers who have had a problem with SJS, or
who had any scale on their fruit last year, should pay
close attention to this pest. Even if oil was used this past
spring, consider an insecticide targeted for scale
crawlers. Diazinon is one of the better materials (21 day
PHI) at this time of year.

✔ Catfacing Insects: Most tarnished plant bugs are
now adults, and are able to move into the trees. While
fresh damage may be present in some orchards, most of
the bleeding fruit recently seen is from cold injury. This
injury will be around the suture and tip of the fruit, and
occasionally on a crease near the tip. When in doubt,
cut the fruit open. Gumming and bleeding will be seen
throughout the flesh, exiting at the point of external
gumming.
Apple

✔ Aphids: Rosy apple aphids (RAA) continue to
hang on in several locations. Apple and Spirea aphids
are starting to build populations in back of the RAA.
This is late in the season to have RAA problems, and
they should be leaving for alternate hosts. If RAA
continues to be a problem there are several materials
that are effective. Provado and Actara are the most
effective (and expensive). Growers with a limited crop
set may be trying to cut expenses. While we generally
frown on pyrethroid use in IPM programs, they are

inexpensive and effective for this pest and most others
encountered at this time of year.

✔ Leafhoppers: While white apple (WALH) and
rose leafhoppers (RLH) are present, they do not pose
much of a problem. We should expect to see potato
leafhoppers (PLH) any day now. While both WALH and
RLH are white, PLH are pale green to greenish yellow,
move sideways and diagonally, and cause injury more
on the leaf margins. Because PLH is likely to transmit
Fireblight, great care should be taken to control this pest
in fireblight infected orchards.

✔ Fireblight: We continue to see fireblight spread-
ing in infected orchards. Therefore, we are repeating last
week’s section here: Strikes must be pruned out immedi-
ately, especially on sensitive varieties on dwarfing
rootstocks. We have already seen several instances
where the strikes were advanced enough so that the
disease could be seen in the main trunk. A tree this
involved cannot be saved. Prune cankers 8 to 10" below
external visible symptoms and spray over wound with
copper. Frequent copper treatments applied just prior to
rains will help suppress the disease. Streptomycin that is
applied well in excess of 24 hr either before or after an
infection period does little good.

✔ Tufted Apple Budmoth (TABM): While the most
optimum timing has just passed for Intrepid and Confirm
(see last newsletter), treatments should still be applied if
using other insecticides. Trap captures reached 150
moths per trap in some southern locations. There is no
question that these numbers indicate a problem block.
Growers with this kind of population should plan on
using Confirm or Intrepid for the second generation in
August.

✔ Dogwood Borer (DWB): Traps indicated that we
had the first adult activity this past week. This insect
infests trees on dwarfing rootstocks, and eventually kills
the tree by girdling the trunk around the graft union.
One or two treatments of Lorsban applied as a handgun
spray directed to the base of the trunk will kill young
larvae and larvae as they emerge from eggs. If using two
treatments the timing should be around the last of June
to the 4th of July and again around the last of July to the
first week of August. Do not contact foliage with
Lorsban and observe a 28 day PHI. For single treatment
timing, biology, and labeling information, please see the
article on dogwood borer from the May 28 newsletter.
Please also see the URL:
http://www.umass.edu/fruitadvisor/clements/articles/
dogwoodborer.html.
Blueberry

✔ Leafrollers and Other Worms: Activity is minimal
for these pests. Only 12% of samples showed any
activity, and those were at low levels.

✔ Aphids: Aphid populations are at similar levels as
found last week, with a slight decrease. Populations

SEE IPM ON PAGE 6
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were above 10% terminals infested in 35% of samples.
✔ Blueberry Maggot (BBM): The first adults were

trapped on two farms in Burlington County at .2 and .5
flies per trap this past week. This is the start of a single
adult flight. Trap counts should increase over the next
several weeks, and be over on most farms by late
August. This will be the primary insect pest target
through late June and July.

✔ Plum Curculio (PC): While just over half of our
sampling indicated some earlier PC activity, no recent
feeding or egg laying was visible. All PC activity in
blueberries is over for the season, although larvae will be
found in some early variety packs from problem loca-
tions.

Insect Trap Captures
Atlantic County Blueberry Trap Averages
WEEK END CBFW RBLR OBLR SNLH OR BEET BBM
4-May 5.40
11-May 2.67 2.21 0.33
17-May 8.07 1.78 0.40
24-May 2.33 1.14 2.43
31-May 2.28 8.06 14.00
8-Jun 1.05 84.78 9.57 0.00 10.00 0.00
Burlington County Blueberry Trap Averages
WEEK END CBFW RBLR OBLR SNLH OR BEET BBM
4-May 5.14
11-May 0.00 1.71 0.00
18-May 16.77 0.50 0.00
25-May 13.68 0.00 2.00
31-May 7.63 0.00 9.00
8-Jun 6.00 21.75 17.33 5.78 0.07
 Tree Fruit - Southern Counties
Week Ending AM CM LPTB OFM PTB STLM TABM-A TABM-P OFM-A
4-May 12.9 3.8
11-May 4.2 11.8 17.5 6.8
18-May 3.0 6.6 21.0 26.0
25-May 1.2 4.2 16.9 16.7
31-May 3.0 4.5 26.0 25.0
8-Jun 2 26.7 12 2 1380 40.5 38 12
Tree Fruit - Northern Counties
Week Ending AM CM LPTB OFM PTB STLM TABM-A TABM-P OFM-A
8-Jun 6.05 14.5 14.56 475 22.24 23.85

IPM FROM PAGE 5

available to all attendees.  During the
picnic time, a presentation will be given
on “A Case Study of Chronic Organic
Phosphate Exposure”.  During and after
the picnic, displays on insects, monitor-
ing and fruit varieties will be presented.

Rutgers Cooperative Extension is
sponsoring the tour and meeting in
cooperation with the New Jersey State
Horticultural Society.  Pre-registration is
required.  Pre-registration forms have
been mailed, but are also available on
the RCE of Gloucester County website at
http://gloucester.rce.rutgers.edu or you
may contact Jerry Frecon at 856-307-
6450 ext.1. Requests and registrations
can also be received by e-mail at
gloucester@aesop.rutgers.edu or by fax at
856 881-4191. ❏

emphasize quality within each category and let them succeed in their
particular markets.  E.g. viniferas can sell well in the big cities and
natives and hybrids will continue to thrive in local and regional
markets.  The key is to make the best wine possible in each segment
and put the marketing effort behind them to let the consumer know
that Pennsylvania is making lots of different and uniformly high quality
wines.

Some talk about various clones came about. It was mentioned that
clonal preferences, both in the vineyard and among consumers, can
evolve over time.  So there is no silver bullet in clones.

We discussed the economic viability of the independent grape
grower.  One prestigious vineyard in southern Pennsylvania was held
up as an example for others to follow.  Quality, Quality, Quality, was
the answer.

Current grape supply came up.  One grower mentioned that his
long time customers are solid, but he is having trouble finding new
buyers for additional fruit.  Clearly, marketing our grapes is a concern
and the industry must be proactive in this area.

PEACH AT RAREC FROM PAGE 7GRAPE MEETING FROM PAGE 7

SEE GRAPE MARKETING ON PAGE 3
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Peach Research the Focus
of Twilight Meeting

Jerome L. Frecon, Agricultural Agent

Peach research will be the focus of a twilight
meeting at the Rutgers Agricultural Research

and Extension Center (RAREC) near Bridgeton, NJ, on
June 26, 2002.  “We are fortunate to have access to the
latest peach and nectarine research on pest manage-
ment and horticulture”, said Jerry Frecon, Agricultural
Agent and Chair of the event with Dr. Peter Shearer,
Specialist in Tree Fruit Entomology.  “The station is located
in the heart of fruit country, in southern New Jersey”, said
Frecon.  “This location allows our growers to frequently
attend meetings and open houses at the facility”.

“The station is one of the leading peach research
facilities on the east coast, with 310 acres, of which 60
are devoted to peaches and nectarines”, said Dr. Bill
Nicholson, Director of the RAREC.  A small block is
devoted to apples and cherries.  The Interregional Fruit
Project 4 is also located at the station where pest
management solutions are provided for fruits, veg-
etables and other minor crops.  “This project has about
6 of the 60 acres for pest management work on fruit,”
said Nicholson.

A main portion of the center’s research plantings
will be toured with discussions and demonstrations of
most projects.

Dr. Robert Belding, Specialist in Pomology, will
discuss the new NC-140 Peach Rootstock trial that is
now here, planted in both 2001 and 2002, involving the
best rootstocks available worldwide, including dwarfing
and semi dwarfing stocks.  Many of the peach varieties
tested at the station are developed in the Rutgers Fruit
Breeding Program at the New Jersey Agricultural Experi-
ment Station.  Dr. Joseph Goffreda and Jerry Frecon will
display some of these and other advanced selections.

Dr. Peter Shearer will share information on pesti-
cide efficacy research, mating disruption, ground cover
management and studies of unique peach pests like
peach aphids and white peach scales.

Dr. Norman Lalancette, Specialist in Tree Fruit
Pathology, will discuss peach rusty spot, bacterial spot
management and disease efficacy work.

Erin Hitchner of the IR-4 Program will also discuss
some of the efficacy work on peaches as well as other
tree and small fruit.

Dr. Brad Majek, Specialist in Weed Science will also
discuss perennial weed management in tree fruit.  Dr.
Majek has one of the largest fruit research and extension
programs on weed management in the eastern U.S. A
new “seeing eye” weed sprayer will also be demonstrated.

At the conclusion of the tour, a buffet picnic will be

Report on the First Grape
Grower Technical Meeting

Mark L. Chien, Wine Grape Agent, Penn State
Cooperative Extension

This is a brief report on the first grape grower
technical meeting held in Lancaster, PA this

month.  15 growers from around the region attended the
meeting that covered a wide range of topics. Grower
experience ranged from not yet planted, to 30 years in
the business. The purpose of the meeting was to have an
informal discussion of issues that are important to
growers and to socialize with colleagues.  The following
are some brief notes from our meeting.

Getting Cabernet Sauvignon to survive through our
winters and be a productive vine is an issue in Pennsyl-
vania.  We discussed where it might be best to grow this
late season variety.  Perhaps the southern counties, York
and Adam in particular, might be the best place to focus
on growing CS.  Certainly growers like Allegro have had
consistent success with the variety.  We can learn from
them as well as our northern neighbors in New York and
Ontario on how to manage this important variety.
Climate and soils are most important for this variety.  It
needs to be planted in low-moderate, warmer sites.

The subject of varietal and regional identity was
discussed at length.  If the vinifera reds are not hardy
enough, perhaps we should focus more on white
varieties.  Or, should we pay more attention to our
regional climate differences and plant varieties best
suited to those differences?  Chambourcin was offered
as an excellent and versatile red variety for Pennsylva-
nia, in all regions.

Identifying sub regions within Pennsylvania might
be a useful exercise, both in viticulture and marketing.
Each region can identify its own strengths.  In the case
of CS, we need to find the areas where longer growing
seasons will allow the variety to succeed on a consistent
basis. It should be grafted for best production and is
very susceptible to overcropping.

Riesling seems to have difficulties in terms of
getting ripe and not rotting on the vine.  This is too bad
since it can make a beautiful wine.  It is grown success-
fully in the Finger Lakes, perhaps we can learn some
viticulture tricks from them to get it to full maturity in
good condition.

It was suggested to form a committee to help new
growers with site selection.  Recent surveys in Virginia
have found that 50% of the vineyards are in undesirable
sites.  To grow good grapes, we need to utilize our best
sites.  How can we steer new growers to those places?

It was agreed that one strength of Pennsylvania and
eastern wines is our varietal diversity.  We should

SEE PEACH AT RAREC ON PAGE 6 SEE GRAPE MEETING ON PAGE 6
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