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Insect Update
Sridhar Polavarapu, Ph.D., Entomology and IPM

O Flea beetles: Growers should be on the look out for Flea
beetle infestations in the next 2-3 weeks. Flea beetle adults
are 1/8 to 1/5 inch long, shiny black, with a reddish sheen on
the front half. Adults can be distinguished by their jumping
habit. Adults mostly feed on terminal foliage, skeletonizing
the leaves from the lower surface. Young beds with lush
growth are more vulnerable to Flea beetle infestations. On
occasion adults may also feed on berries. Damaged berries will
have surface scars. Cranberries can tolerate substantial dam-
age to the foliage at this stage of the crop. No specific thresh-
olds are established for this insect. Only severe infestations of
Flea beetles may require an insecticide application. Sevin 4F
at 3-6 pt / acre may provide effective control of Flea beetles.

O Spotted fireworm and Sparganothis fruitworm: The
second flight of both species is around the corner. Pheromone
trap catches of Spotted fireworm are expected to peak around
18-22 August. Spotted fireworm lays its eggs in large masses of
up to 200 eggs, mostly on weeds in and around the bogs.
These egg-masses will begin to appear in the next 4-5 days.
Parasites belonging to the genus Trichogramma attack the eggs
of both Spotted fireworm and Sparganothis fruitworm and
cause significant egg mortality in the second generation. Both
these species overwinter as early instar larvae on the bog floor.
Therefore, larvae in this generation do not cause any damage
to the crop. O
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Rutgers Cooperative Extension (RCE) pro-
vides information and educational services
to all people without regard to sex, race,
color, national origin, disability, or age. RCE
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Pesticide User Responsibility: Use pesti-
cides safely and follow instructions on
labels. The pesticide user is reponsible for
proper use, storage and disposal, residues
on crops, and damage caused by drift. For
specific labels, special local-needs label
24(c) registration, or section 18 exemption,
contact RCE in your County.

Use of Trade Names: No discrimination or
endorsement is intended in the use of trade
names in this publication. In some in-
stances a compound may be sold under
different trade names and may vary as to
label clearances.

Reproduction of Articles: RCE invites
reproduction of individual articles, source
cited with complete article name, author
name, followed by Rutgers Cooperative
Extension, Plant & Pest Advisory Newsletter.




