Lo
Ay |,

RUTGERS

AW

ﬁ NJ AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION

WWW.rcre.rutger s.edu

For a comprehensive list of our publications visit

%‘,r COOPERATIVE RESEARCH & EXTENSION

FS247

Fact sheet

Insect Pests of the Home Garden Series

Negro Bug
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Adult negro bug.

Injury:

Negro bugs, Corimelaena pulicaria (Germar),
sometimescalled ‘celery bugs', are sporadically
injuriousto many garden crops, including carrots,
celery, corn, tomatoes, blackberries, strawberries,
andraspberries. Adultsand nymphscongregatein
large clusters on the plant and suck out the sap,
causing the leaves to wilt and die. Later they
attack the lower leaves at the center of the plant.
Celery may be stunted and deformed, and corn
seedlings become severely wilted. Under high
populations, fruit such as raspberries and straw-
berries often take on an unpleasant flavor.

Description:

The adult bug is 1/10 inch in length, shiny black,
strongly convex, oval with a greatly enlarged
thoracic shieldthat protectsthewings. Thisshield

gives the bug the appearance of a hard-shell
beetle, althoughitisactually astink bug. Eggsare
1/40 inch in length, elongated and shiny orange
when first laid but deepening to bright red just
before hatching. Nymphs are very similar to
adults except that they lack wings, are smaller in
size, and have ablood-red abdomen. These bugs,
like closely-related stink bugs, giveoff afoul odor
when crushed.

Life History:

Adults overwinter in any protected area and
emerge in early May in New Jersey. Eggs are
deposited singly ontheleavesof host plants, hatch
in about 2 weeks, and nymphs congregate at
feeding siteson the plant. Nymphsmaturein July
and become adults that will feed for several
weeks. By early August, the adults seek awinter
hibernation site before cold weather arrives.
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Management of Negro Bugs:

1. Theinsect feedsand breedsabundantly on

various weeds, especially on the umbelli-
fers (wild carrot, wild parsley, yarrow).
Eliminate these weeds, as well as
neckweed (speedwell), beggarticks, tick-
seed, red-root, ground-nut (wild bean),
and great lobelia (Indian tobacco) to re-
duce breeding sites.

Hot water (150-155°F) will kill congrega-
tions of Negro bugs on celery without
causing harm to the plant. It is most
effective when applied to groups of this
pest when they first appear and congre-
gate.

3. Fine mesh netting or floating row covers

placed over the plants will act as a barrier
and prevent the bugs from reaching the plant.

Populations of Negro bugsare sporadic and
usually not high enough to warrant the ex-
pense of row cover or insecticide treat-
ments. However, if aninsecticideis used,
afew dropsof liquid detergent will increase
the effectiveness of the spray.

Read andfollow all 1abel directions, restric-
tions, and precautionary statements. Days
to harvest after last application varies de-
pending on crop and pesticide—refer to the
label for appropriatetimeintervals.
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