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AT A LANCE… 

his i the last issue for the 2011 season. I wish you all a very safe and happy holiday season. 
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Pruning Blueberries: New Jersey has 
approximately eight thousand acres of 
blueberries under cultivation and this is th
primary crop for which I have extension 
responsibilities.  Pruning continues to 
little understood and poorly executed 
throughout the industry.  In fact, it is rare 
find two growers who prune the same.  I 
would like to clear up a few misconce
and try to outline a simple method of 
pruning blueberries. The first place to s
would be to discuss the importance of 
pruning.  Growers often feel that pruning
of little value because the effects of the 
practice are not immediately apparent or 
dramatic.  It should be noted that a well 
known blueberry researcher, Phil Marucci 
stated many years ago that there were a few 
factors which have greatly influenced the 
lack of increase in blueberry yield on a per 
acre basis over the last 30 years 

 most significant factor. 
More recent research has revealed

that young canes are more efficient fruit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

which are 3 to 10 years old, allocate greater 
than 50% of applied water and fertilizer to 
fruit production.  By the time a cane reaches 
20 years of age, only 25% are alloca
fruit.  (Water and fertilizer costs the grower 
money and there is no profit in the 
production of blueberry leaves.)  Additional 
research compared three pruning types on 
yield and fruit size.  Plants were 1) regularly 
pruned in a moderate manner such that one
out of every six canes per cut out, 2) heavil
pruned by removing 40% of all canes out
every five years and 3) not pruned at all.  
The result was that the regular moderate 
pruning had the highest yield on the 
number of canes.  Researc

runing increases, new cane 
production increases.   

These studies show us that youn
canes out produce old canes, the removal of
one out of six canes produces the right 
number of new cane
and fruit weight is produced with regular 
moderate pruning. 

mailto:pavlis@njaes.rutgers.edu


 It is also important to understand 
how a blueberry plant grows.  Each year, 
canes are initiated from the base of the p
Each succeeding year, the cane produces 
laterals, laterals produce laterals and
Each year the lateral production on any 
individual cane decreases in diameter, or 
in other words, the wood becomes 
progressively twigg

lant.  

 so on.  

put 

y.  It should be realized 
that as wood becomes smaller, fruit size 
decreases.  This is why we detail prune to 
increase fruit size. 
 With this information under our 
belts we can address how to prune.  There 
are really 5 basic steps to keep in mind when 
approaching a bush, which is to be pruned.  
1.) Assess the plants overall vigor, is cane 
production adequate?  2.) Prune out all dead 
wood.  3.) Locate the oldest canes and prun
out one of every six canes thus if the plant 
has twelve canes, remove two of the oldest.  
4.) Prune out all low b
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5.) Detail prune, i.e. remove as much twiggy
wood as time allows. 

Armed with these basics, we can 
now deal with the different plant situations 
that arise.  First, pruning young plantin
has primarily the objective of establishing 
the plant to obtain full production as soon a
possible.  T

re is to remove flower buds.  Some 
growers cut off as much as the top half of 
the plant.  

This is really quite drastic.  Rubbing
off lower buds would be sufficient however 
in a big operation it is usually less labor 
intensive to

ich will remove most flower b
Any weak twiggy growth should also be 
removed.  

In year three, a small crop is 
possibl
plant.  Usually 1-2 pints/bush is the 
optimum and fruit should only be on stron
wood. 
 The fourth and fifth year twiggy 
growth must again be removed as well as 
any lateral canes, which have developed.  
Fruit production can be increased
a is dependent on the number of new  

canes which were produced the preceding
years, 3-5 canes/yr. is optimum. 
 The blueberry planting should be in  
full production by the sixth year though 
there are numerous variables, which will 
influence 
these being proper pH and nutrition, wate
management and the crop to cane prod
balance. 
 I have found it is also helpful to 
growers to discuss blueberry pruning 
strategies based on plant status.  I do not 
believe there is a strategy for each variety 
though any one variety may fall into one of 
the following categories most of the time.  
For example, the variety Blueray often 
spreading or open habit in which canes tend 
to bend down to the ground.  Plants of th
type must be thinned to the 1 of 6 rule 
however canes that are bent over also tend to
produce an upright shoot.  These canes 
should be pruned just above this upright 
shoot to 
varieties that often fit into this category are 
Berkeley, Bluetta, Coville, Weymouth and 
Patriot. 
 Varieties such as Bluecrop, Collins, 
Darrow, Earliblue, Herbert, Jersey, Late
and Elliot often fall into the erect plant 
category.  These plants become overly den
in the center whic
initiation.  The pruning strategy for this 
category is to remove older central canes
before all others. 
 When plants are overly vigorou
the primary strategy is to remove entire 
canes rather than spend t
pruning.  This is done at least until the 
proper fruit to cane production balance can 
be established through  
nutrition and fruit production management.  
Varieties that are 
E e, Collins, Blueray, Herbert and
Collins though any variety can potentially be
overly vigorous. 
 Weak plants are treated in the 
opposite manner.  The primary procedure i
to detail prune rather than whole cane 
elimination.  Varieties that are classically 
put into this category are Weymouth and  
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reases.  Pruning costs money, but 
 will cost a grower more if it isn't done and 
 isn't done correctly. 

           slp  

been neglected for a long time and nee
be rejuvenated.  This question often com
up when a grower has purchased one o
these fields. 
 The most important step is to 
inspect the plants in their field for virus 
symptoms.  Any plant showing these 
symptoms should be pulled out.  The plant
inspections must be done during the grow
season because symptoms are most easily 
seen on the leaves.  The next step is to 
completely prune everything down to the
ground, a chain saw is the quickest and 
easiest method.  This pruning is best done in 
late winter.  An application o
fertilizer should be made in early April, 
usually at a rate of 400 lbs. per acre.
crop will be harveste

g winter the canes  
should be thinned to approximately 12-16 
canes per plant.  A full crop can be 
harvested that year. 

In summary, pruning correctly can 
1) increase yield, by producing more young 
canes, 2) increase fruit size by producing 
more strong wood, 3) decrease disease by 
removing dead wood a
in
number inc
it
it
 

incerely, S
 
 
    
 
Editor – Blueberry Bulletin   
 
 
DECONTAMINATING AND  
STORING SPRAYERS 
Dr Andrew Landers, Cornell University 
 
Sprayer decontamination and maintenanc
Sprayers must be thoroughly 
decontaminated, inside and outside, after 

equipment will prolong its life and en
accurate trouble-free operation

e 

use.  Regular maintenance of spraying 

sure 
, enabling 

spraying

clothing appropriate to the 
this may 

 

thoroughly, including associated equipment 

 to be done with the minimum loss 
of time and taking full advantage of 
favorable weather conditions. 

NOTE: Read the sprayer 
manufacturer’s instructions before 
beginning to wash out a sprayer.  Wear 
protective 
pesticide which has been used; 
include an apron, rubber gloves, boots and
face shield. 
It is important to clean everything 

such as mixers, the site where filling and 
mixing is done, and, of course, yourself. 

Disposal of pesticide waste 

sewers o
ly not 

aste 

 
Concen s, 

ning 

 a hose or water tank and 
ater, after it has passed through the 

 down the inside 

amination is as follows: 

ank should be disposed of 

in 

and outside, 
p, scrub where 

REMEMBER cleaning up should be done in 
such a way that washings DO NOT enter 
public  

r any water courses, nor fields 
which have under-drainage and certain
catchment areas for boreholes or wells. 

The safe disposal of pesticide w
is a serious responsibility for sprayer 
operators.  It is important, therefore, that 
everything should be done to keep to a 
minimum the amount of waste generated. 
Remember pesticide waste is of four types: 

trated products, diluted pesticide
including washings, empty containers and 
contaminated clothing and other materials. 

Try to keep the volume of tank 
washings produced to a minimum.  Special 
low volume, inexpensive washing systems 
are now available which comprise spin
nozzle(s), mounted in the tank. The device 
can be connected to
w
rotating nozzle(s) cascades
of the tank walls.  
 
Preparation for storage 
Sprayer decont
1. Any spray liquid or contamination left 

in the t
correctly. 

2. Remove tank drain plugs or open dra
cock. 

3. Hose down inside the tank 
including the tank to
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suction, main and in-line filter 

ith appropriate cleaning agent 

sure you open/close valves 
n 

rs 
 
 

 

s, then 
antity through the pipes and 
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f. 
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t. 
12. Safely store nozzles and filters, leave 

valves open and the tank lid loosely 

ticularly 

 
 

 
 so 

lon from stores such as 

f the sprayer, 

 sprayer is parked safely and 

ith 

nds, face and 
neck

necessary or use a special low volume 
washing system.                

4. Replace drain plug. 
5. Remove 

elements; wash them thoroughly in 
clean water with a soft brush and 
replace. 

6. Remove nozzles, nozzle filters and 
nozzle manifold end-caps if they are 
fitted.  Soak them all in a bucket of 
water w
recommended for the cleaning of spray 
machinery.  Scrub clean with a soft 
brush. 

7. Partly fill the tank and pump out to flush
all parts. En

 scr

during the flushing procedure to clea
out crevices. Do this more than once if 
necessary. 

8. Refill the tank with clean water or a 
recommended cleaning agent, there are 
about a dozen commercial tank cleane
designed to remove or neutralize most
of the modern low rate chemicals. If no
cleaning agent is recommended, one
gallon of household ammonia per 50 
gallons of water may be used. Do not 
use chlorine-based cleaners such as 
Clorox. Recirculate for 15 minute
pump a qu
spray bars.  Leave the remainder for a
long as practicable, overnight if 
possible. 

9. Discharge at least one quarter of the 
contents of the tank through the syste
and spray bars.  Drain off the rest. 

10. Check that no deposits remain in the 
tank or filters.  If there are any, they 
should be hosed down and scrubbed of

11. Repeat steps 8 to 10 using clean wate
with the appropriate cleaning agen

closed. Ensure that the sprayer is 
completely empty of water, par
the pump. If you are unable to 
completely drain the system, you may 
consider using an antifreeze solution.
An environmentally safe anti-freeze
diluted to 50% may be acceptable, 
alternatively, RV antifreeze may be used
but remember it can’t be diluted and
make sure the system is drained of 
water. Currently RV antifreeze costs 
$2.00 – 2.50/gal
Wall Mart etc.  

13. Hose down the outside o
ubbing if necessary. 

14. Ensure the
securely  

15. Wash down waterproof protective 
clothing, apron, boots and face shield.  

16. Wash inside and outside of gloves w
soap and water; rinse and dry them. 

17. Finally thoroughly wash ha
 with soap and water. 
Mechanical maintenance 

Lubrication must be carried out prior to 
storage, check oil levels in the pu
the soundness of all mechanical 
components. Electrical connectors which 
operate control valves, spray monitors etc
need to be cleaned and a non-conductive 
grease, available at an auto store, applied
prevent corrosion. Check w

mp. Check 

 

 to 
heels, wheel 

bearings and tire inflation. 
Storage of sprayers 

Store the sprayer under cover, taking care to 
prevent dirt and moisture affecting the t
or working parts. Remember, sunlight 
softens and weakens rubber materials and 
can degrade plastic materials. Storing in a 
building also allows you the opport
conduct any routine or 

ank 

unity to 
pre-season 

maintenance.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

      Contact:  Barbara L. Phillips, PAS 

 
 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
       Barbara.phillips@nj.usda.gov or 732-537-6044 
 
Apply by December 30 for Funds to Improve Fish and Wildlife Habitat on Agricultural Land 

e 

nservation Service 

etlands, disturbance-dependent areas such as the Pine Barrens, 

 WHIP, applicants must own land capable of being farmed or land suitable for wildlife habitat; 

 the 

 
SOMERSET, NJ August 31, 2011 – New Jersey farmers and farm managers still have time to apply for 
funding to support projects on their agricultural land that will improve or develop fish and wildlife habitat. Stat
Conservationist Donald J. Pettit has extended the sign up period for the 2011 Wildlife Habitat Incentive 

rogram (WHIP) to December 30, 2011. “Through WHIP, USDA, Natural Resources CoP
(NRCS) can provide technical and financial assistance to establish and enhance habitat for priority species 
and habitat types, which will help keep New Jersey’s environment healthy.” Pettit said. 
 

riority habitats are grasslands, woodlands, wP
pollinator habitats and Bog turtle habitat. The New Jersey priority area is the Delaware Bay which includes 
Cape May, Cumberland and Salem counties. 
 

o participate inT
or have an interest in an agricultural operation, including forestry, and own or have control of the land under 
consideration. 
 
Other conservation programs administered by NRCS that are still open for the 2011 funding cycle include

rasslands Reserve Program (GRP)G , the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP), and the Agricultural 
Management Assistance Program (AMA), and two components of the Environmental Quality Incentive
Program (EQIP): 

s 
Conservation Activity Plans (EQIP-CAP) and the Forestry Initiative (EQIP-Forestry). 

 
To apply, visit NRCS at your local USDA Service center. More information about NRCS conservation 
programs is available online at http://www.nj.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/.  
 
********************************************************************************* 
MADE WITH JERSEY FRESH ITEMS FOR USE IN SCHOOL LUNCH 
PROGRAM UNVEILED 

 
Farm to School Recipes Developed Through Fe
 
For Immediate R
Contact: Lynne Richmond  
(609) 633-2954 
 
(TRENTON) – On the final day of the first-ever Jersey Fresh Farm to School Week, New Jersey Secretary of 
Agriculture Douglas H. Fisher and Rutgers Food 
developed through a $51,000 grant to create new food items derived from New Jersey agricultural products
for use in the National School Lunch Program.  
 
tudents, as well as officials visiting Gloria M. 

deral Grant 

elease: September 30, 2011 

Innovation Center officials today unveiled several recipes 
 

Sabater Elementary School in Vineland sampled whole grain S
Jersey blueberry muffins, Jersey eggplant rollatini with Jersey Tomato primavera sauce and Jersey 
blueberry and cranberry yogurt parfaits. 
 
“More and more schools are participating in our Farm to School program, serving Jersey Fresh produce as 
part of their school meals program during the growing season,” said Secretary Fisher.  “But, these newly 
developed recipes will enable schools to serve locally grown produce all year long in the form of Made with 
Jersey Fresh or Jersey Fresh Milk products.” 
 
The Department of Agriculture received the U.S. Department of Agriculture Federal-State 
MarketingImprovement Program Grant late last year and has worked with the Food Innovation Center to  
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develop single serving, innovative items that meet the nutritional, cost and shelf life requirements 
necessary to be utilized in school meals.  
 
The Rutgers Food Innovation Center, a program of the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Center is a 
unique food business incubator and processing facility.  The center has been commissioned through this 
grant to research, develop and determine commercialization opportunities in order to bring the concepts to 
school cafeterias throughout New Jersey.  

“We have met with many food service directors across the state to understand their preferences for locally 
produced products that will work well within their kitchen parameters, meet healthy nutritional guidelines, 
and deliver on pricing,” said Diane Holtaway, associate director of client services at the Food Innovation 
Center and project director. “A key next step is to run sensory taste tests with students where hopefully we 
gain a thumbs-up.  We will definitely use their comments to finalize the recipes.  Our goal is to make the 
end products a triple win – win for the farmers, win for the students and win for the school food service 
directors.” 
The purpose of the grant program is to develop innovative ways to benefit farmers.  A significant market 
opportunity exists if the seasonal availability of New Jersey Agricultural products to the school meals 
program could be expanded.  Annually, more than 800,000 pounds of locally grown fruits and vegetables 
are distributed to schools under a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Department of Defense.  Due to the 
S  eptember through June school year, it would be difficult to expand upon those quantities.

 
The Department of Agriculture is actively engaged in connecting schools with farmers and local produce 
distributors to bring more New Jersey produce into the school meals’ program.  The Department, in 
cooperation with the New Jersey Farm to School Network celebrated Farm to School Week September 26-
30, which was takes place the last week in September each year to promote the state’s agricultural 
industry and encourage children and their families to increase their consumption of fresh produce.  The 
week also seeks to educate about the health benefits of eating fruits and vegetables and show the 
co  nnection between a healthy diet and success in school.

 
Through the Farm to School program, schools throughout New Jersey can source more than 100 types of 
Jersey Fresh produce grown here in the Garden State. Opportunities exist for state farmers to provide 
agricultural products to school food service departments throughout the growing season. The object of 
se derving healthy meals in school cafeterias is to improve student nutrition, provi  health and nutrition 
e  ducation opportunities that will last a lifetime, as well as support local farmers.

 
Additionally, the farm to school program includes school garden activities, which help teach students where 
food comes from by growing it themselves. Students benefit by learning the science behind farming and 
the nutritional values of fresh products, as well as gain a greater understanding and appreciation of the 
environment. Educators can use school garden programs to teach any subject - math, science, language 
a s. Frts, health and nutrition or social studie inally, farm to school programs create a sense of community 
fo  r all involved with the related activities.

 
“Farm to School Week is our opportunity to reinforce the importance of using fresh, wholesome local 
produce in school meals, but also to educate students about where their food comes from and how vital it 
is to have farms in New Jersey,” said Secretary Fisher.  “We hope more schools will be inspired to partner 
w  ith farmers to purchase Jersey Fresh fruits and vegetables and start their own school gardens.”

 
The bill creating Farm to School Week was sponsored by Senators Jim Whelan and Steven Oroho and 
Assemblymen John McKeon and John Burzichelli and Assemblywoman Annette Quijano and then signed by 
Governor Chris Christie in January. 
Other events held to celebrate Jersey Fresh Farm to School Week this year included a school garden tour at 
Riverside Elementary School in Princeton, an apple tasting at Village Elementary School in West Windsor; a 
school food service tour of Tri-County Cooperative Auction Market in East Windsor; and a Jersey Fresh 
cooking contest at P.S. #17 i  n Jersey City.
For more information, visit www.nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/fn/childadult/farm_to_school.html.  



Manage for BOTH Pollinators 
and Plants
Areas planted to attract pollinators need to be 
managed to protect both the plants and the 
pollinators in the area.  

To protect the pollinators visiting the habitat you 
create, you should avoid or minimize the following:

•   Tillage

•   Insecticides and Some Fungicides

•   Plastic Mulch

•   Removal of Benefi cial Plants

Assistance for New Jersey Farmers
Contact Jolie Goldenetz Dollar, Pollinator Habitat 
Restoration Specialist for the Mid-Atlantic Region, 
at the Cape May Plant Materials Center for help with 
pollinator conservation and native plant restoration. 

Location: 1536 Route 9 North
  Cape May Courthouse, NJ 08210
Phone:  609.465.5901, ext. 101 
Email: jolie.dollar@nj.usda.gov.

Pollinator Habitat Funding
Funding for pollinator habitat is available 
through the following NRCS programs: 

• Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP)

• Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) 

• Agriculture Management Assistance (AMA)

Th rough these programs, you can select any of the 
following conservation activities to help you attract 
and protect native pollinators on your farm.

• Pollinator Planti ngs – provide a food source 
and secure nesting for ground-nesting bees by 
establishing a variety of fl owering plants. Use 
NRCS practices such as:

 » Conservati on Cover

 » Field Borders

 » Early Successional Habitat 

 » Tree/Shrub Establishment 

• No Till Planti ng – protects ground-nesting 
pollinators by reducing ground disturbance.

• Pest Management – protects pollinators by 
reducing pesticide applications.

• Buff er Planti ngs -  marginal areas around organic 
farms can include pollinator plantings. 

www.nj.nrcs.usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Little-Known Fact: Leaving natural areas protects 
and attracts native pollinators by providing food and 
a safe haven away from insecticides.

NaNatititiivevee l leaeaf-ff-cuuuttter bee on aster. 
CoCoC ururtetesyyy of f ErErE icici  M MMadaa er, Xeercess S Sococciieietytyytytytyy....

May 2011



The Importanncccee oofff PPPPoooolllllliinators
nene oouut of evvererry y y thththrereee mom uthfuls offf ffooood d anand dd
drink we consume is s avavaiailal ble becaaaususe e oof 

popollinators. Although thherere e e are many aniiimamalsls t haat t
plplayay a role in the polliinatitionon of ouour r fooodod,,, bebeeses a re 
thhe e most impporo tantn  oof f thhtheese pollllininnatatorors.s.

HHistorically, thhe e agricucultltl urure ee ininduduststryry hass useed d 
managed hives s ofof E Euru opeaeaan HoHoH neney Beeseses ff for 
pollination. WWitith h ththe recentntt d deccllinene of ff thththisisis s s spep cies 
dudue too colonny collllapa se ddiisorder, iitt isis iimpm ortataantnt t to o 
didiverrsify ththee polllini aators we use for crop p prp ododucuc-
tion aandd  supply y vav luaba le pollinator habiittat.t. ThTh iis 
habiiittat bbenefi tsts b bboto h nnative bees and hooneney y bebeese .

Nati vee BBeeee PPPoollinators Can Heellpp!!

heheththeerer y yououu aare producing fruits, vegetablel s,
or b both, it isisis bb benenenefie  cial to attract and 

protect nativeveve p polollilinanatotorsrs. .
Native bbeeeeees cac n provovidide hthe following beennefi tss:

• MoM rere eeeffff ffeec itive fl fl owewer r popop llination than hhoney 
bebees, , ononon a a a bb beeee-pper b-bee basasis

•• MoMorerere a aacctivvve e duduriring cooooler and wetter 
cconddiitionsnss comompap reedd tto honey bees 

• •  Moorere abubundnddanaant annd d d lalargerr f ffrruit production 
bebecacaususse e ofofof buzzzz z popop llinatatioioion

• Increaasse iiinnn cropopp y y yieieieldldlds bbecause of addddededed 
pollinatioon n service

• Reduction ofoff d d depependence 
on and costss rrelelata eded tto oo
rented commmemercrciaiaiall l beb es, 
suchh a s ththe e EuEuropean 
Honey y BeB e.

habiiitatat t bb

          N

hehe

AAttttrraaccttiinngg NNNNaattiivvee PPollinatorrs
PPROVIDE THE BASICS: Food, Shelter, and r
PProtecectiionon ffrom Insecticcides

  Foodd::   PoP llen aandnd Nectar from Flowers

lantnt p polo linaator-frieiendn ly fl owering plants to 
atattrtracact nanatitive bbeeees. ThTh esese p plantings should 

innnclcludude nnatitiveve p plalal ntn s with varied d blbloom times 
toto m maxa immmize the diiveversity ofof pollilinanatot rsrs a nd 
prprovo idde e a fof od source e ththroughohout thehe e entntire 
grgrowowining g sseeasa on.

Th Thesesee plp antiingn s can be part of a fi eldldd b border, 
riparianan b buffff er,r, marginal prrododo ucucctititionono  aarer a,a, o or a 
heheedgdgdgerererowowow..

 Shheelltter: Th Three TyTypepes ss ofof Beeee N Nese tsts

wwowo-thihihirdrds s ofofof aa allll 
nan tiivveve b beeeesss arrree e sosolilitataryryry 

groundndd--nesestingngng. Forrrgg ththt esese e
beeeeeses, limit tilllllage ttoto oonllyy 
ththoso e areas whwheere itit iis 
neeede ed to o avoioidd diisstturbiiingng 
grouundd n nesest siitetes.s  

SiS nce wood-nesting
solitary bees make 
individual nests in 
beetle tunnels in 
snags (standing deadd 
trees) or artifi cial nneest
structures, neststining 
tubes can bebe p pllaced 
in habbititatat a areas. 

FoFor cavavity-nesting social bees, such as the bumble g
bee,e, make sure your landscape has some un-
mmowed or wild areas, especially adjacent to 
hedgerows or forest edges.  

 Protecti on from Insecti cides

ollinators can be negatively aff ected or 
killed by pesticides, especially insecticides. 

To protect and attract pollinator populations, 
it is very important to limit oror aavoid using 
insecticides. 

If you do need to o ususe insecticides, carefully 
prprotect ththee poollllini ator habitat areas by:

• • MiMiMininimimiziz ngng u usese 

• UsUsUsining gg ttht e least toxic formulation (s( ee cchahart 
bebelololow)

• AAvAA oiding application to fl owering plants

• Always following the label

• Spraying during dry and calm conditions 

• Spraying right after dusk when bees are least 
active if possible.

Formulati on Toxicity to Bees

Dust Most Toxic

Least Toxic

Wettable Powder

Flowable

Emulsifi able Concentrate

Soluable Powder

Solution

Granular

When using insecti cides, choose the
formulati on that is least toxic to bees.

Little-Known Fact: Most native bees are un-
likely to sting because they 
don’t have a communal nest 
to protect. Th e yellow jack-
ets and other stinging wasps 
that eat rotting fruit or hang 
around picnic areas are not 
bees, nor are they signifi cant 
pollinators (Xerces Society). 

Buzz pollination results in 
more abundant and larger 
fruit production.

Matthew Shepherd,
 Xerces Society

Mace Vaughan, Xerces Society

Mace Vaughan, Xerces Society
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If you have any comments about this newsletter, please make them in the space below and mail to: 
 Dr. Gary C. Pavlis, County Agricultural Agent 
 Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Atlantic County 
 6260 Old Harding Highway, Mays Landing, NJ 08330 

 
I would like to see an article on the following subjects:______________________________________________________                  

I would like to comment on the following articles:__________________________________________________________                 
Title:                                                                                      Date:_______________________________________________                

Comment:________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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