NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT

All animals and plants need nitrogen (N) and phosphorus
(P), but when manure is not well managed these nutrients
can degrade water quality. Livestock and poultry farm-
ers must maintain a balance between the nitrogen and
phosphorus arriving and leaving the farm. These nutrients
are contained in feed and fertilizer and leave the farm in
animals, animal products, crops and animal waste. If more
nitrogen and phosphorus arrive on the farm than leave it,
these nutrients accumulate in the soil. The potential for
water quality degradation increases if these nutrients are
carried away by storm water into streams and ponds or
seep into water wells.

“A nutrient management plan
consists of information about
manure production, storage and
use. Manure can be disposed off site.
All manure remaining on the farm
should be spread according to a plan
that distributes nutrients in manure
on land according to the uptake rate
of the various crops or grasses on

THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN SELECTING
FIELDS FOR MANURE SPREADING

the farm.”
Hydrologic .
Investigation Streams/lakes/aquifers/water tables
Soil Soil depth and texture
ols Avoid slopes > 10%
Neighbors Odors, nuisances,

and common courtesy

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS
WHEN SPREADING MANURE

= Apply manure with the highest N content in the spring
or fall and with the lowest in the summer

“Like crop fields, pastures need to | f )
Match manure value to crop yield potential. Match high

have adequate plant nutrients avail- -

able from the soil. You should strive
to balance nutrient inputs and
pasture plant needs.”

N manure with crops with a high N requirement; and
high P manure to soils with the lowest P levels.
If manure is spread on pastures grazed by livestock,

pastures can be infected with parasites
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